
have been involved in these 
efforts will ensure that op-
portunities for integration 
continue into the future. As 
President Obama said,  òWe 
have a stake in one an-
other ... what binds us to-
gether is greater than what 
drives us apart, and ... if 
enough people believe in the 
truth of that proposition and 
act on it, then we might not 
solve every problem, but we 
can get something meaning-
ful done for the people with 

whom we share this Earth.ó 

Thanks to all of you who 

help to make a difference! 
 

        Best Wishes ~ 

    Karen Sherman Pérez 

    Project Coordinator 
 

It is hard to believe how 
quickly the time has passed 
and that Project Common 
Ground has come to an end. 
Although I am feeling a little  
nostalgic about this, it is com-
forting to know that this is 
not the end of immigrant 
integration efforts in the 
Grand Valley.  One of the 
primary goals of our project 
was to support the expan-
sion of existing integration 
efforts including those of the 
Literacy Center, the Business 
Incubator Center and the 
Family Health Fiesta, among 
others. Our partner support 
indeed helped these groups 
and activities to grow! All of 
these programs have worked 
hard to reach out to the im-
migrant community and  in-
corporate the larger vision 
of integration into their or-
ganizations, and have made 
great achievements despite  

many challenges encoun-

tered along the way.  

PCG efforts have fos-
tered increased immigrant 
participation in a variety of  
community activities and or-
ganizations and because of 
this we have witnessed first 
hand the acceptance and 
celebration of the diversity 
that so many cultures bring 
to our lives.  Dialogue op-
portunities have created   
greater understanding be-
tween both the established 
and immigrant communities, 
as well as an increased rec-
ognition of and appreciation 
for the contributions that im-
migrants make in our commu-
nity. Immigrant integration is 
an ongoing process and  our 
accomplishments have really  
just scratched the surface.  
However, the continued com-
mitment of the many indi-
viduals and groups who 

Welcoming Colorado, a 
new statewide initiative, en-
courages immigrants and non
-immigrants to meet and 
exchange stories, break 
bread together, and build 
connections and relationships. 
It offers groups and individu-
als different ways of explor-
ing immigration and the role 
of immigrants in their commu-
nity through workshops, book 
and film discussions, among 
other activities. The initiative 
plans to use  diverse forms 

of media to reach a larger 
number of people with posi-
tive messages about immi-

grants and immigration.  
Welcoming Colorado 

asks that individuals who are 
moved by this effort take 
concrete action to make our 
state a more welcoming 
place for all by endorsing 
the campaign, speaking with 
the media, approaching 
elected officials, among 
various other activities. Or-
ganizations and individuals 

joining this effort are encour-
aged to have conversations 
regarding immigration and 
immigrant rights with their 
memberships, constituencies 
and communities in ways that 
are most appropriate for 
them. Through these steps, 
conditions for more humane 
and sensible treatment to-
wards immigrants and all 
community members will be 
created. Welcoming Colo-
rado has created a toolkit to 

assist groups and individuals            
            continued on page 2 
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Engaging Communities ~ Connecting Cultures  

"Once I thought to 

write a history of 

the immigrants in 

America.   Then I 

discovered that the 

immigrants were 

America."  

   ~ Oscar Handlin 
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New Statewide Initiative... Continued from page 1 

The New Face of  the Literacy Center    By Denice Hoffman 

When Karen Kllanxhja 
took over the helm as di-
rector of the Literacy Cen-
ter at the MCPDL in July of 
2008, little did she know 
what was in store for her.  
Along with Program Coor-
dinator, Denice Hoffman, 
they set about the task of 
looking at the entire pro-
gram to see what was 
working well, and to fix 
what was not. They looked 
at everything from assess-
ment tools to tutor training 
and big changes were 
made. When Eusebia 
Garza joined the team in 
September 2008 as Com-
munity Liaison, her bilin-
gual skills were a definite 

asset.  
When the Literacy Cen-

ter started in 1987, the 
focus was on native English 
speakers, but the team 
realized that had changed 
dramatically in the ensuing 

years. So they searched to 
find the best ESL assess-
ment tool, curriculum, and 
tutor training methods. A 
new tutor training manual 
was implemented as was 
the BEST assessment tool 
and the Downtown Series 
with 5 levels of ESL for the 
students. A new Rosetta 
Stone language learning 
program was purchased a 
year ago and classes 
started at the central li-

brary throughout the week.  
Eight tutor trainings 

were held last year result-
ing in a total of 97 tutors, 
up from 50 the year be-
fore, currently volunteering 
at the Literacy Center. 517 
students were served last 
year in 24 classes around 
the valley, a 246% in-
crease. The center has 3 
classrooms in the central 
library that are being used 
daily. Programming was 

another area that the liter-
acy team took at long look 
at, along with collabora-
tions with others serving 
the ESL population. This 
included  joint endeavors 
with Project Common 
Ground including  film and 
dialogue activities, Culture 
Fest and a new pro-bono 
immigration legal night 
where immigrants can ask 
questions about the legal 
process and citizenship. 
Stop by the Literacy Cen-
ter in the New Year to 
take a look at the PCG 
photo essay project which 
will make its new home at 

the Mesa County Libraries. 

Randalee Gross now 
serves as Volunteer Coor-
dinator and the team is 
complete. The Literacy 
Center currently offers two 
programs, ESL classes at 3 
levels,  citizenship classes 

and much more!  

interested in engaging with 
this effort to start talking 
to neighbors, co-workers 
and fellow parishioners 
about what it would mean 
to live in communities that 
respect the rights and dig-
nity of individuals, that 
celebrate diversity, and 
that truly welcome all peo-
ple, no matter what their 
perceived immigration 

status. 

P R O J E C T  C O M M O N  G R O U N D  

GET  INVOLVED!  

For more information about 
Welcoming Colorado   

contact: 
 

*Karen Sherman Perez 
 Project Common Ground  
 970.254.6090 
 projectcommonground@yahoo.com 

 
*Chandra Russo 
 Welcoming Coordinator  
 303.839.3500 ext. 106 
 chandra@coloradoimmigrant.org 

Welcoming Colorado is part of the larger Welcoming America 
initiative. These graphics are examples of positive media being 
used in the Tennessee and Idaho Initiatives. To learn more 
about Colorado efforts visit www.coloradoimmigrant.org. 

 

For more information 
about Literacy Center  

services or to get involved  
call 970.245.5522  

or visit www.mcpld.org. 

Want to learn more about 
immigrant & refugee is-
sues? Stop by the Literacy 
Center at the  Central Li-
brary to check out Project 
Common   Groundõs Immi-
grant Resource Toolkit Pro-
ject which includes a di-
verse selection of books, 
movies and documentary 
films about immigrant and 
refugee issues. For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l 

970.245.5522. 

http://www.mcpld.org

